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DESCRIPTION

The physician makes a small incision through the skin overlying a lesion, or multiple
lesions, such as comedones, cysts, or pustules for acne surgery. The skin over the
lesion is removed. The lesion is opened with a surgical instrument and the fluid is
drained for secondary healing. The lesion may be removed or marsupialized by
exteriorizing the cyst and making a pouch where it used to be enclosed. No sutures
are needed.

POLICY

Acne surgery such as marsupialization, opening, expression, or removal of multiple
milia, comedones, cysts, and pustules is medically necessary for the treatment of
active acne vulgaris.

Cryotherapy for active acne vulgaris is considered medically necessary.

DOCUMENTATION
The medical record should include:
1. Description of the lesions(s), number of open and closed comedones, location
on the body
2. How patient was prepared for the procedure (alcohol, Betadine, saline
preparations, etc)
3. The instrument used for extraction/marsupialization (comedone extractor, 15
blade, curette, etc.)
4. The control of hemostasis, if applicable
5. How the patient tolerated the procedure and
6. Current acne treatment

UTILIZATION

Acne surgery may be performed five times per year per patient without review.
Acne surgery performed greater than five times in a year on a patient; the medical
record must be submitted to review for medically necessity.
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CODING

CPT

10040 Acne surgery (e.g. marsupialization, opening or removal of multiple milia,
comedones, cysts, pustules)

10060 Incision and drainage of abscess (e.g. carbuncle, suppurative

hidradenitis, cutaneous or subcutaneous abscess, cyst, furuncle, or
paronychia); simple or single

10061 Incision and drainage of abscess (e.g. carbuncle, suppurative
hidradenitis, cutaneous or subcutaneous abscess, cyst, furuncle, or
paronychia); complicated or multiple

17340 Cryotherapy (CO; slush, liquid Ny) for acne

DIAGNOSIS

These diagnoses are otherwise subject to medical policy as stated above
680.0 Carbuncle and furuncle of face

706.0 Acne varioliformis

706.1 Other acne
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