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DESCRIPTION

Ophthalmic ultrasound is done to determine corneal thickness on one or both eyes
by using corneal pachymetry, which is non-invasive and painless. Measuring the
cornea is done by administering a topical anesthetic into the eye and placing a
plastic ultrasonic probe onto the central cornea. A pachymetry uses ultrasound to
determine the thickness of the cornea in any given location.

Corneal thickness directly affects assumptions made in the Goldman tonometry
formula used in the measurement of intraocular pressure. Corneal thickness
provides indirect measurement of physiologic function of the cornea.

POLICY

Pachymetry testing will be allowed:
e Once per lifetime,
e Once per lifetime for patients with Vision Correction Surgery Coverage or
e Once per year

(See Covered Diagnosis section for a listing of codes)

CODING

CPT

76514 Ophthalmic ultrasound, diagnostic: corneal pachymetry, unilateral or
bilateral (determination of corneal thickness)

DIAGNOSIS

These diagnhoses are otherwise subject to medical policy as stated above

Pachymetry once per lifetime for the following codes:

364.53 | Pigmentary iris degeneration

364.77 | Recession of chamber angle

365.00 Borderline glaucoma [glaucoma suspect]; preglaucoma, unspecified

365.01 | Borderline glaucoma [glaucoma suspect]; open angle with borderline
findings
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365.02 | Borderline glaucoma [glaucoma suspect]; anatomical narrow angle

365.03 Borderline glaucoma [glaucoma suspect]; steroid responders

365.04 Borderline glaucoma [glaucoma suspect]; ocular hypertension

365.10 Open-angle glaucoma, unspecified

365.11 | Primary open angle glaucoma

365.12 Low tension glaucoma

365.13 | Pigmentary glaucoma

365.14 Glaucoma of childhood

365.20 Primary angle-closure glaucoma, unspecified

365.23 | Chronic angle-closure glaucoma

366.11 | Pseudoexfoliation of lens capsule

Pachymetry once per lifetime for the following codes for patients with Vision
Correction Surgery Coverage:

367.0 Hypermetropia

367.1 Myopia

367.20 | Astigmatism, unspecified

Pachymetry may be performed once per year in the following codes:

371.20 Corneal edema, unspecified

371.21 Idiopathic corneal edema

371.22 Secondary corneal edema

371.23 Bullous keratopathy

371.57 | Endothelial corneal dystrophy

371.58 | Other posterior corneal dystrophies

996.51 | Mechanical complications of other specified prosthetic device, implant, and
graft; due to corneal graft
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