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DESCRIPTION 
Brachytherapy is a form of radiation treatment used to stop the growth of cancer 
cells and involves placing a radioactive isotope directly into or near a tumor. This 
allows the tumor to receive a dose of radiation while reducing the exposure to 
surrounding tissue. Treatment time varies, depending upon the method of 
treatment, the type of radioactive material, and the cancer site. 
 
 
POLICY 
A. Brachytherapy used as accelerated partial breast irradiation (local boost 

irradiation) is a medically appropriate treatment option in women with stage 0, I, 
or II breast cancer who are also treated with breast-conserving surgery and 
whole-breast radiation therapy. 

B. Brachytherapy as the sole form of breast irradiation after breast-conserving 
surgery for early stage breast cancer (Stage 0, I, or II – based on size only – 
over 2 cm) is considered investigational.  It may be considered as a medically 
appropriate treatment option in limited circumstances for patients in whom 
whole-breast external beam irradiation is not feasible, although this is not the 
current standard of care. These patients fall into one of the two categories:  
1. Patients with anatomic difficulties (e.g. large, pendulous breasts) that prevent 

delivery of traditional whole-breast external beam radiation without 
compromising large sections of the lung; or  

2. Patients with infirmities (e.g. arthritis, severe pulmonary disease, multiple 
medical problems) that make the tolerance of a 6-7 week course of 
radiotherapy difficult or impossible. 

 
CODING 
 
CPT 
19296 Placement of radiotherapy afterloading balloon catheter into the breast 

for interstitial radioelement application following partial mastectomy, 
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includes imaging guidance; on date separate from partial mastectomy 

19297 Placement of radiotherapy afterloading balloon catheter into the breast 
for interstitial radioelement application following partial mastectomy, 
includes imaging guidance; concurrent with partial mastectomy (List 
separately in addition to code for primary procedure) 

19298 Placement of radiotherapy afterloading 
brachytherapy catheters (multiple tube and 
button type) into the breast for interstitial 
radioelement application following (at the 
time of or subsequent to) partial mastectomy, 
includes imaging guidance 

 
DIAGNOSIS 
These diagnoses are otherwise subject to medical policy as stated above 
174.0 Malignant neoplasm of female breast; Nipple and areola 
174.1 Malignant neoplasm of female breast; Central portion 
174.2 Malignant neoplasm of female breast; Upper-inner quadrant 
174.3 Malignant neoplasm of female breast; Lower-inner quadrant 
174.4 Malignant neoplasm of female breast; Upper-outer quadrant 
174.5 Malignant neoplasm of female breast; Lower-outer quadrant 
174.6 Malignant neoplasm of female breast; Axillary tail 
174.8 Malignant neoplasm of female breast; Other specified sites of female 

breast 
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